BARNT GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
80 Hewell Road, Birmingham, B45 8NF
0121 447 9893

exec@barntgreen.org.uk
www.barntgreen.org.uk

Summons and Notice of Parish Council meeting
Monday 20 January 2020 at 7.00pm
at Barnt Green Parish Council Office, 80 Hewell Road, B45 8NF
Parish Councillors are hereby summoned to attend.
The meeting is open to the press and members of the public who are welcome to attend
all or part of the meeting but may only speak during the allocated time as listed under
agenda item 19/148a below. The public may ask questions or raise concerns regarding
matters on this agenda or for future consideration. There is no expectation on the
council to respond to any comments made at this time.

Meeting Agenda
19/145

Apologies
To receive apologies from absent members and record the reason for absence.

19/146

Declarations of Interest: Councillors are reminded that to ensure transparency and
retain public confidence in the council’s decisions they are required to a) Keep their Register of Interests form up to date;
b) Declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and any Other Disclosable
Interests (ODI) in agenda items and the nature of those interests.

19/147

To consider any dispensations
Written requests for the council to grant a dispensation to a councillor (as per Localism
Act 2011, s33) must be with the Executive Officer before the meeting starts

19/148

Open Session - Participation to hear from:
A verbal report may be given during this agenda item.
a) Members of the Public
b) Supporting organisations, e.g. Safer Neighbourhood Team, Footpath Warden
c) Worcestershire County Councillor – Peter McDonald (Beacon division)
d) Bromsgrove District Councillor - Charles Hotham (Barnt Green & Hopwood)

19/149

To adopt previous minutes
a) To approve adoption of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 18/11/2019

19/150

Chairman’s Report - A verbal report may be given during this agenda item.

19/151

Policy and Documents Review - All approved Policies will be uploaded onto the
council’s website
a) Complaints Policy – January 2020. This has been updated and requires approval
and signature of the Chairman.
b) Community Engagement Strategy – January 2020. As part of the CiLCA
qualification it is recognised that the main aim of any first-tier local council should
be to provide quality services to improve the life of village residents. It is therefore
imperative that the council adopt an appropriate Strategy to engage with its
community. This newly created policy that requires approval and signature by the
Chairman.
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c)
19/152

To review the Policy Review Calendar 2020/2022

Executive Officer’s Report
To be advised of any decisions taken under delegated powers since the last meeting
and receive updates to ongoing matters and a list of office communications since the
previous council meeting.
a) Station

b) Scribe Accounting
Software

c) Prohibition of
Wating Order –
Hewell Lane

d) BDC Rapid
Electric Vehicle
Charger project
update

Lifts – A request was sent to Network Rail for an update
on the design process.
A verbal report will be given if an update is received.
Station Improvements - An email was sent to WMT on 20
November and again in the new year requesting an update
on the station improvements.
A verbal report will be given if an update is received.
Under consultation the Chairman and using delegated
authority the parish council has subscribed to Scribe
accounting software specifically designed for parish and
town councils. The software is cloud based, has complex
firewalls for security and is compliant with both external
audit and HMRC legislation.
Currently the council uses spreadsheets for all its financial
accounts and by streamlining to accounting software
should reduce data input and eliminate error.
The current financial year 19/20 is being input in order to
carryout year end accounts and annual return on the
new system and to enable comparatives for 2020/2021.
Notification from WCC has been received proposing to
extend the existing ‘Prohibition of Waiting At Any Time’
restrictions on Hewell Lane from its junction with Fiery Hill
Road. The proposed additional restrictions result from
concerns raised regarding continuous all-day parking due
to the railway station. It is deemed that parking is causing
safety and congestion issues.
The implementation of double yellow lines will prevent
parking, aiding visibility, preventing, congestion
and ensuring a safe free flow of traffic. The proposals
have the support of the local member, County Councillor
Peter Mcdonald.
Comments are welcomed by 4 February 2020 as part of
the consultation process.
Please refer to attached plan 2019-474-1 detailing the
proposed double yellow line extension.
The tender has now been issued with 6 companies invited
to tender. BDC have selected the commuter car park as
the preferred choice and added this location to the tender
documents.
It is envisaged that the chargers will be made publicly
available with a priority booking system in place for taxis.
A set index-linked annual fee will be paid from the
contractor to BGPC with the amount to be confirmed
following tender completion.
The contract term will run for 10 years with a possible 5year extension.
The contractor will be expected to organise power supply,
and legal agreements with BDC legal team providing
informal support to BGPC.
It is anticipated that the contract will be awarded by 1 April
2020 with phased installations through 2020.
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e) Internal Auditor
visit – DKE Audit
Services
f)

RoSPA Inspection
– Playing Field and
Millennium Park
g) Public Path Order

19/153

The annual visit of the Internal Auditor will take place on
Tuesday 21 January 2020.
An interim report following the visit will be circulated
accordingly.
Please be advised that RoSpa will carry out an annual
inspection at both sites during March 2020.
A letter has been received from WCC regarding the
consultation of the public footpath proposal via the
constructed footbridge.
Please see the letter attached. Members are asked to
submit comments to revert back to the Mapping Officer.

Finance
(i) To note the current financial position and bills for payment January.
(ii) To be advised of any expenditure decisions taken by the Executive Officer. See
Monzo reconciliation and request for authorisation to top up the balance to the
agreed sum of £200.00. The Top Up request of £181.20 was authorised in the
December payments.
(iii) To receive budget recommendation from Finance and General Purposes
Committee
(iv) To approve the precept for 2020/21 of £64,000 (Band D impact of £62.47pa) –
The Precept Request Form requires signature of the Chairman and EO.

19/154

Committee, Working Party and Members’ reports on meetings attended
a) Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held 06/01/2020 to receive
minutes.
i) Commuter Car Park - At the Finance and General Purposes Committee
meeting the contract was signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.
Ratification of this decision is required prior to completion.
ii) Wayleave – At the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting the
lease agreement between Cadent Gas and Barnt Green Parish Council was
approved. Ratification of this decision is required.

19/155

Events
a) Christmas Switch on – Saturday 30 November 4pm – 6pm – To receive feedback.
b) Christmas Best Shop Window Competition – Winner of the competition was Bliss
Estate Agents who were awarded a trophy and certificate.
c) Wassail Walk – To receive feedback.

19/156

Environment & Community Wellbeing
a) SmartWater – Currently 171 registrations have been recorded in total.
In order to increase the number of registrations a new wave of registration events
could be organised. The ‘We don’t Buy Crime’ Co-Ordinator is happy to come out
in conjunction with the Community Support Officer for Barnt Green to continue
‘door knock’ sessions with councillors. Leaflets will also be printed to post through
the letterboxes of people who are out when carrying out the ‘door knock’ exercise.
An article will be placed in the Spring edition of ‘The Bulletin’ and a banner has
been drafted to publicise office opening times for residents to come in to register.
b) Butterwick Close: Update from BDC Councillor C Hotham, if any, regarding
concerns about public safety with access onto Cherry Hill Road from the estate.
c) Tiered Planters – A meeting was held between the contractor, Cllr Hotham and
the EO. It was agreed to plant Surfinia Petunias in both tiered planters to enable
a voluminous trailing display. The contractor agreed to supply watering cards to
be given to the traders with the hanging baskets and the EO agreed to coordinate with the Outdoor Parish Caretaker regarding the correct watering if the
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tiered planters to ensure that the reservoirs were filled twice weekly. This would
have an impact on the OPC budget which has been accounted for in the
2020/2021 budget provision.
d) Village Sign – Please see separate report attached.
e) Parking problems at the end of Greenbank – Please see separate report
attached.
19/157

Planning
a) To consider response to consultations received including:

BDC ref

Site Address

Proposal

19/01566/FUL

Westmead, Aqueduct
Lane

19/01501/FUL

67 Fiery Hill Road

Proposed two storey extension and re-modelling works to
Westmead
Alterations and Extensions to Dwellinghouse and
Replacement Carport

19/158

Future Meetings and items for future agendas
a) Councillors will be reminded of meetings to be attended and may use this
opportunity to raise items for future agendas.

19/159

Date and Venue of Next Meeting
Next ordinary parish council meeting will be Monday 17 February 2020, 7pm. Barnt
Green Parish Council Office.

Council Members: R Cholmondeley (Chairman), C Hotham (vice-Chairman),
J Jagger, J Nilsson, P Perry, H Rone-Clarke, S Whitehand, O Polton

Tracy Bodley
Executive Officer
14/01/2020
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Agenda Item 19/153 (i)
Excerpt from the Financial Spreadsheet for January Payments
How
Paid

Description

DD

Pension Contributions

DD

Office Landline, broadband and calls

45.42

7.57

37.85

DD

Continuous footpath lighting energy

13.90

0.66

13.24

DD

Dusk to dawn footpath lighting energy

280.80

46.80

234.00

DD

Office Energy 28 Sep - 07 Jan 20

168.01

8.00

160.01

SO

December Retainer, footpath lighting maintenance

264.00

44.00

220.00

SO

Grounds Maintenance at playing field

278.89

46.48

232.41

BACS

Outdoor Parish Caretaker Dec 2019

416.66

-

416.66

BACS

Replace Damaged Street Lamp - 81 Bittell Road

428.10

71.35

356.75

BACS

Replacements lamps - Sandhills Rd, Poplar Dr, Margesson Dr

412.44

68.74

343.70

BACS

January Salary

1,705.78

-

1,705.78

Payments
Gross

Payments
VAT

239.55

Payments
Net

239.55

Current financial position (bank reconciliation to 31 December 2019)
Bank Reconciliation 31st December 2019
Cash in hand at 1 April 2019

Unity Bank current account
Unity Bank deposit account
Cambridge Building Society

1,066.56
22,465.64
55,212.14
£78,744.34

Opening bank balances

Less unpresented cheques
Opening Cash Book balance

360.00

Add receipts between 1 April - 31 Dec 2019

91,979.26
75,300.55

Less payments between 1 April - 31 Dec 2019

£78,384.34

Cashbook balance at 31 Dec 2019

£95,063.05

A

£95,063.05

B

Cash in hand per bank statements at 31 Dec 2019

Unity Bank current account 309.39
Unity Bank deposit account 39,541.52
Cambridge B/S

55,212.14

less unpresented payments, as list below
Bank balances at 31 Dec 2019
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A-B=

£0.00

Agenda Item 19/153 (ii)
Petty Cash Monzo Bank Reconciliation (December 2019)
Monzo Reconciliation as at 03/12/2019
Date
Opening Balance
18/11/2019 BGPC Top Up
03/12/2019 Vista Print - Wassail Walk Flyers
03/12/2019 Cash Withdrawal - Payment for Chairman's Buffet
Total
Balance
Topup Authorisation Request

Expenditure

£
£
£

Deposit
£
4.47
£ 195.53
£ 200.00
31.20
150.00
181.20
£

£

18.80

181.20
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Agenda Item 19/156 d)
Village Sign
A proposal has been made for Barnt Green Parish Council to install a decorative village sign
within the parish.
Background
In many parts of England an ornamental village sign is erected to announce the village name
to those entering the village. They are typically placed on the principal road entrance or in a
prominent location such as a village green. The design often depicts a particularly
characteristic feature of the village or a scene from its history, heritage, or culture. They are
typically made of wood or metal or a combination of both, the designs are often made by the
local community.
The tradition of village signs is believed to have started in Norfolk early in the 20th century
suggested by Edward VII that the installation of village signs would aid motorists and give a
feature of interest. Later popularity grew following promotion for wider use of village signs at a
speech given to the Royal Academy in 1920 by the future George VI.
Examples of Village signs
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1
1

3

4
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Approximate cost
Description
Double sided with
bracket and green
oak post
Dagnall, see photo 1
Bespoke metal sign,
wooden post
See. Photo 2
Pierced Metal Sign,
see photo 3
Hand Carved
Wooden Sign See
photo 4.
Cast Aluminium Sign
See photo 5

Supplier
Sign of the Times
https://www.signsofthetimes.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2017/12/Village-Sign-PriceGuide-2018.pdf
Black Forge Village signs
http://www.blackforgevillagesigns.co.uk/jubileesign/
Village Sign People
https://www.villagesignpeople.com/
Village Sign People

Cost
£6,150 + VAT

Village Sign People

POA – Approximately
£3,950

£2,950 + VAT
POA – Approximately
£3,700 + VAT
POA - Approximately
£6,000 + VAT

Considerations
1. Does the Parish Council wish to proceed with the proposal of the installation of a
village sign(s)?
2. Would BGPC wish for signs to be installed on principal entrances to the village?
3. Would BGPC wish to one sign installed in a central location?
4. What design features would be included?
5. What material would the sign be constructed from?
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Further Information to assist with decision making
1. There are four identified principal entrances to Barnt Green Village – if the purchase of
4 village signs were considered, choosing the least expensive sign would amount to a
total cost of £11,800 + VAT.
2. If a central location is chosen to minimise the cost, the most likely place would be
Millennium Park, however as it already has 1 vertical feature in the form of the flagpole,
would it be considered overkill to have another vertical landmark in such a small area?
3. As the village is considered a commuter settlement from the development of the
railway and in relative terms has no real age, there is no significant history to reference
in an artistic design. Furthermore, as there is no village crest or logo, what design
features would be considered relevant and meaningful?
4. If the project were to go ahead then consideration would be needed for an ongoing
maintenance budget for regular cleaning and possible future repairs to the oak post
etc.
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Agenda Item 19/156 e)
Parking Problems at Greenbank
Several residents living in Greenbank have reported problems and public order matters
relating to parking on the corner of Greenbank/Hewell Road directly on the verge in addition to
blocking residential driveways predominantly from parents dropping off/collecting children from
St Andrews First school.
Unpleasant exchanges have occurred where heated conversation has resorted in bad
language and occasional physical assault with driveways being blocked and cars temporarily
abandoned. Parking and damage to verges has created an objectionable street scene. Please
refer to photographs supplied.
Attempts have been made by the Parish Council Lengthsman to refill and reseed the area only
for tyre tracks to reappear within hours. Please refer to photograph supplied.
The primary school is aware of the problem and has asked parents for more consideration.
Offering impartial judgement the parish council could offer possible solutions and suggest
arranging a meeting with residents, the school head, parent representatives and police safer
neighbourhood officer to encourage positive solutions to benefit all concerned.
Outlined below are proposals benefitting both parties that embrace community spirit and
wellbeing.
METHOD
Extending double
yellow lines on
Greenbank.

INVOLEMENT
REQUIRED
Worcestershire
Highways

Plant large pollinator
shrubs on grass verge.

BGPC

Install Sphere Bollards
or natural boulders on
grass verge
Introduce a Walking
Bus to school from a
suitably agreed
location.

BGPC

Primary School
Vetted Volunteers
BGPC to provide
possible location

BARRIER
Protracted process that
may not be approved.
If not policed then could be
abused.
Unlikely that Highways will
approve extending the
double yellow lines.
May move the problem
somewhere else in the
village.
Damage to plants if driven
over.
Regular hedge cutting
maintenance cost.
Won’t completely eliminate
parking.
Initial Outlay of
bollards/boulders
Lack of support from
school, parents and
volunteers
May cause congestion at
the proposed drop off /
collection point

POTENTIAL OUTCOME /
BENEFIT
No blocked driveways.
Residents happy.

Improved street scene
eliminating tyre tracks on
verge.
Council’s aim providing
pollinator sites within the
village.
No ongoing maintenance
Attractive design improved
street scene.
Health benefits of walking to
school.
Less congestion in Hewell
Road
Elimination of parked cars in
Greenbank area

The council is asked to consider the options suggested and if it wishes to approve or facilitate
a suitable solution.
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Verge Damage Photographs

Work Carried out by Lengthsman

Examples of Options
Large Planted Evergreen Pollinator Shrubs Viburnum tinus 'Lisarose' is an attractive, hardy evergreen shrub known its
scented flowers and winter berries, bearing clusters of fragrant, creamy white
flowers that open from deep red buds.
Flowering from December – April
Good to use as a dense evergreen rounded hedge attracting pollinating insects.
Height and spread: 3m (10') but can be maintained at a lower height with bi-annual trimming.
3 x 10 litre potted plants £80.00 plus delivery.

Spherical Bollard 500mm

£553.39 each
Delivery £400.00
Stone weight – 214kg

Glacial Boulders 650mm

£245 Net for 3 stones
Delivery included
Stone weight – 250kg – 300kg
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