
Planning for Character 

 
The character of a place is a product of extended 

historical development, involving generations of 

people living and working there.  It is what gives a 

place identity.  Proposals for the future character of 

a place should be seen in the context of a number of 

influences.  Important among these in the case of 

Barnt Green are: 

 

¶ Location about 12 miles from the centre of 

the major city of Birmingham 

¶ Topography, not least the presence of the 

Lickey Hills to the immediate west 

¶ The rural framework of lanes, fields, 

woodlands, heathlands and farmsteads 

¶ The railway, especially the commuter link 

it provides to Birmingham 

¶ The suburban development aspirations of 

landowners 

¶ The development of Hewell Road as a 

shopping and minor service centre for the 

growing population of Barnt Green and 

several surrounding settlements 

¶ The embedment of Barnt Green in the 

West Midlands Green Belt 

¶ Rising demand for land for housebuilding 

within the settlement 

 

Like most settlements, Barnt Green is highly 

differentiated geographically and historically, and 

this needs to be reflected in proposals.  Differences 

between the various parts of Barnt Green can be 

expressed in terms of ócharacter areasô (Figure 1).  

Each of these areas has a degree of unity, though 

most of them contain within them distinct sub-areas.  

Character areas have been delimited according to 

four principal criteria: ground plan (including site), 

building form, land use and vegetation.  All are 

both readily observable and readily taken into 

consideration in design.  In preparing this section of 

the Plan each has been examined individually and 

in combination, and their historical and 

geographical development is the principal basis for 

proposals. 

 

When changes to the character of an area are being 

contemplated, especially changes to the appearance 

of buildings and frontages to public roads and other 

public spaces, the guidance in this section of the 

Plan should be referred to.  Applicants for planning 

permission, including Listed Building Consent and 

Conservation Area Consent, need to demonstrate 

that the guidance provided here has been followed. 

 

Hewell Road Area 

 
Hewell Road was constructed along one side of the 

óGreenô, or heathland, that apparently gave its name 

to Barnt Green.  Houses, mainly terraced, were 

built on both sides of the road at the end of the 

nineteenth century and the beginning of the 

twentieth century.  Many soon had shopfronts 

inserted in them and formed a linear shopping street 

for  the  growing  settlement   (Figure 2).  Variation   

 
 

Figure 2.  The main shopping area, Hewell Road. 

 

in the character of the street along its length reflects 

in particular the degree to which houses have been 

converted into shops, differences in the styles of the 

houses, the extent to which buildings have been 

replaced (a shopping parade  built in about  1970 is  

strikingly  out  of   character  with   the  rest  of   the 

shopping area), and the extent and type of recent 

building behind the street-frontage buildings 

(Figure 3).  Housing at the north end, constructed in 

the last decades of the twentieth century (Figure 4), 

clearly distinguishes that part of the street from the 

shopping area.  The boundaries of the Hewell Road 

Area are marked by ócommunity spaces and 

utilitiesô to the north (notably  the school),  the west  

(notably  the  railway  and  BT  site), and  the south 

(notably the Victoria, the doctorsô surgery and the 

social club).  



 
 

Figure 3.  Terraced houses behind the main street 

frontage, Hewell Road. 

 

 
 

Figure 4.  Terraced houses in a traditional style,  

built at the north end of Hewell Road in the 1990s. 

 

Any further conversions to shops or offices will be 

restricted to the current area of shopfronts.  

Changes to shopfronts and upper-storey windows 

that would bring them into conformity with the 

ages and types of existing buildings are encouraged, 

as are proposals for changes to the appearance of 

the central shopping parade to bring it into greater 

harmony with the character of the rest of the 

shopping area.  The terraced houses at the southern 

end of Hewell Road have suffered from the 

conversion of front gardens into hardstanding. 

Nevertheless, Numbers 52-64 are a notable terrace 

in Arts and Crafts style that merits preservation 

(Figure 5).  Except at points of established 

vehicular entry to premises, kerbside bollards or 

planters or both will be put in place at regular 

intervals along the entire length of shopfronts on 

the east side of Hewell Road.  These, and the 

consequent prevention of the parking of vehicles on 

the pavement, will help considerably to reduce the 

disorderly appearance of this side of the road. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5.  Terraced houses in Arts and Crafts style, 

Hewell Road. 

 

The Inner Zone of Community Spaces and 

Utilities  

 
With the possible exception of a library, this zone 

contains the main community services that a 

settlement of the type and size of Barnt Green could 

reasonably be expected to support around its 

commercial core.  As a zone it derives its character 

from the size, location and configuration of its 

spaces, and their non-residential use.  The buildings 

and other structures on these spaces are  hetero-

geneous, reflecting in major part the different 

functions  that  these  spaces  perform:  most of  the 

buildings are individually undistinguished (see, for  

example,  Figure 6).  The  flat-roofed  extensions to  

 

 
 

Figure 6.  The social club. 

 

the school are rather prominent architectural misfits 

(Figure 7), in  marked  contrast  to   the   beautifully 

designed north-front extension to the church 

(Figure 8). 



 

 

Figure 7. The school embedded in flat-roofed 

extensions. 

 

 
 

Figure 8.   St Andrewôs church. 

 

Three aspects of this zone merit early consideration. 

First, the railway station area and its associated 

spaces have suffered from insensitive felling of 

young trees, the removal of bushes, insensitive 

modifications to the historic footbridge, vandalism, 

the erection of inappropriate fences, and the 

construction of platform shelters of a style ill-suited 

to a station that still retains a significant part of its 

mid-nineteenth century character (Figure 9).  The 

position of the station  close to the commercial core, 

its key part in the origins of Barnt Green as a place, 

its increased usage, its adjacence to a Conservation 

Area and its position at one of the gateways to 

some of  the  finest  peri-urban hills  in the  English 

Midlands make a programme of conservation of the 

station and its environs a high priority. 

 

 
 

Figure 9.  The railway station area. 

 

Secondly, the Green (or park/childrenôs play- 

ground) (Figure 10) has a somewhat indeterminate 

relationship to Hewell Road, and hence  to  the core 

of  Barnt Green. It is  almost, but not quite, a 

central green. The presence of a hedge on its north 

side and railings on its west side, and the fact that 

the bus shelter backs onto it, serve to marginalize it.   

Whether or not the  Green is  opened  up as a  focal  

 
 

Figure 10.  The Green.  

 

point, the long stretch of fencing along its eastern 

side will be disguised by the planting of shrubs. 

 

Thirdly, the car park of the Victoria is taking on 

increasing significance owing to the increased 

vehicular use of the commercial core: its 

continuation as part of the zone of community 

spaces and utilities is important and its 

redevelopment for housing will be resisted. 

 

Lickey Approach 

 
This area was in part conceived as, and still is, an 

approach from the railway station to the Lickey 

Hills.  Detached houses began to be constructed 

facing    towards   a   practically-straight   tree-lined 

avenue before the First World War. This later 

became  Cherry  Hill Drive  (Figure 11),  and in the 

inter-war period Cherry Hill Avenue was developed 



 

 
 

Figure 11.  Cherry Hill Drive. 

 

 
 

Figure 12.  Cherry Hill Avenue. 

 

almost in parallel but much less formally (Figure 12) 

and without an access to the Lickey Hills.  Two 

other distinct sub-areas were occupied partly or 

entirely by bungalows ï the first, facing the railway 

station across  Fiery Hill Road, a mixture of  houses  

 

and bungalows (Figure 13) largely completed in the 

inter-war period, though begun earlier; and the 

second, bungalows on land between Fiery Hill 

Road and the railway developed in the 1960s and 

1970s (Figure 14). 

 

 

 
 

Figure 13.  Houses and bungalows with hedged 

frontages  facing  the railway station. 

 

The tree-lined avenue (Figure 15) will be retained 

in its present form, being a key feature of the 

character of Barnt Green both for residents and the 

many visitors who take this route to the Lickey 

Hills from the railway station.  Any house 

extensions will respect the garden-suburb  character  

of Cherry Hill Drive and Cherry Hill Avenue.  The 

area facing the railway line derives a significant 

part  of  its  character  from  its  variety  of dwelling 

types and styles.  Any side extensions to houses 

will accord with original façades. 

 

 
 

 

Figure 14. Bungalows with mainly open-fronted 

gardens between Fiery Hill Road and the railway. 

 

 
 

 

Figure 15.  The tree-lined entrance avenue to the 

Lickey Hills. 

 


